
 
 
 

TOP RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY EXECUTIVE HOWARD HEITNER 
JOINS LATERRA DEVELOPMENT AS CHIEF OPERATING 
OFFICER  
 
 
 

LOS ANGELES – January 19, 2016 – LaTerra 
Development, a Los Angeles-based investor and 
developer of urban mixed-use infill properties, 
has named Howard Heitner as Chief Operating 
Officer, a new position.  He reports to LaTerra 
President and Chief Executive Officer Charles 
Tourtellotte. 

“Howard is an exceptional and seasoned 
operational executive in the multifamily   industry,” said Tourtellotte.  
“It is an ideal time for Howard  to come aboard and add his wealth of 
experience and wisdom to our management team as LaTerra expands 
its platform.” 

Heitner has significant multifamily operational experience, 
having been Chief Operating Officer and President of two of the 
largest real estate investment and property management companies 
in the United States, JRK Residential and SunAmerica Affordable 
Housing Partners. 

“I am delighted to join LaTerra and look forward to helping build 
the finance and operational infrastructure for its next stage of 
growth,” said Heitner.  

For  five years, Heitner was President of JRK Residential America, 
a national multifamily company with a portfolio of more than 100 
residential properties in 24 states comprising  20,000 units. Heitner 
was responsible for overseeing the asset and property management 
divisions along with supervising legal and risk management functions. 

In 2000, Heitner began a 10-year tenure at SunAmerica, where 
he was Chief Operating Officer of the public company's affordable 
housing subsidiary and chaired its investment committee.  SunAmerica 



invested in over 1,300 properties in 48 states with a market value of 
more than $12 billion.  

Heitner spent nearly two decades in the private practice of law 
at O’Melveny & Myers LLP with the last 10 years as a partner in its real 
estate department. He received his J.D/M.B.A. from the University of 
Chicago and a Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics from Bucknell 
University.   

Heitner is currently on the Board of Directors of Abode 
Communities, a leading provider of service-enhanced affordable 
housing in Los Angeles, and an Advisory Board member of WNC & 
Associates, the owner of 1,250 multifamily properties.  

### 
 

About LaTerra Development, LLC. 

LaTerra is a privately owned real estate investment and development company 

focused on urban mixed use infill projects in California that provide positive fiscal 

impacts to communities and incorporate smart growth planning and green 

building practices. LaTerra has sponsored more than 20 development projects in 

Southern California.  In 2015, LaTerra acquired 7 infill projects in Los Angeles, 

Orange County, and San Diego including 4 land entitlement projects and 3 

apartment projects (one in Hollywood) with an average unit count of 193 units. 

  


